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1040. tu mera 22 me tera 22 fullI’m certainly not saying that all men in South Africa are rapists,
especially those in the men’s movement, but it seems highly unlikely that any of them are part of the
problem. And it’s very important that we remember this as we attempt to go beyond our patriarchal
gender roles. For instance, if a man takes a woman somewhere we need to understand what ‘taking
a woman somewhere’ means. If the man takes the woman somewhere we need to understand what
‘taking the woman somewhere’ means. If he takes the woman somewhere without her consent – no
matter how much he tries to justify it, blame her, or tell her that it was her idea – we must blame
ourselves. And we must tell other men that there is no excuse for them to do it because that is a
judgement that we made; that we say that there is a right way for men to act and a wrong way for
them to act, and by judging them we’re in turn judging ourselves. The same goes for all the women
we encounter every day. Maybe sometimes they’re manipulative. Maybe sometimes they’re self-
involved. Maybe sometimes they behave like men do.
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