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Resources and activities to enhance speaking skills include cooperative learning activities
such as giving directions, problem-solving scenarios, solving science experiments,
argumentative debates, and creating a performance. In fact, speaking and listening are
closely linked with collaborative work. For example, many bilingual students need to
listen to their peers and clarify language, while their own language use has to be
researched and decontextualized. In turn, teachers can then better understand how to
best teach their students and provide appropriate accommodations. One of the more
difficult components of listening is identifying which information you need to understand
before you listen. Students became aware of the importance of slowing down while
listening by studying the speed of the speech in the first and second paragraphs. The
students had a transcript of the speech which included a timeline of the speakers
gestures and mannerisms as well as the timing of the speaker. In addition to being
introduced to the idea of listening for gestures, students were also assigned to work with
a partner to develop a visual prompt for their listening. The visual prompt can be as
simple as a pointing gesture or a picture they chose to supplement the words. A great
example of this is a four-year-old girl who created a photo of her dog for each of the
terms of the book we read. For her listening partner, she created a picture of a lion for
each of the four-year-olds. The purpose of these visual prompts is to remind the students
of the specific information they need to comprehend. They must be able to view the
prompt to remember the information, and they must be able to use that information to
repeat what was just said. Ideally, students will be able to make a prediction before they
listen to ensure they can cover the gaps later.
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