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We had a little fun. We had a little joke. We had a smile. We
had a cup of tea. We were all friends. That is how the Khoka
420 was born. All over Bangladesh, we have eyes. Our eyes
have become our ears and our ears have become our noses.
So, all over the country people are shouting out loud: 'Stop,
stop, stop the war. Stop the war.' The good thing about Khoka
420 was that the government spent half a million on it. We
didn't get any money as rent for the launch, but we got two or
three meals every day. Most importantly, we got to enjoy the
freedom of travel. And Mahdisrael, the Prime Minster, knew of
the impending strike while giving his last speech. Getting into
her Jeep, she wistfully uttered, It would have been the biggest
Fair ever. But of course, the government knows the Fair only
exists for the 11 million voters. They showed up to the Rehana
Girls School in the morning in their glistening white half sari
and their silken hand - knotted chiffon dupatta. The tiny girls
called out 'Khoka!'Khoka!! A few musicians played from the
instruments brought on the train on the day of the wedding.
The couple held hands. The sister-in-laws kept watching them.
They went on to the Northbrook under the grimy lamp-posts,
laden with beedis and other brands of cigarettes, and sat on a
bench. She loved to watch the crowds go by. They were
curious to know what it was like. How would it feel to live in
this world and not be able to control yourself? How would it
feel to be an object of other people's lust?
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The day of his birth was quite eventful. Khoka was born of a
mother who had given birth to one son and two daughters.

Both the girls delivered boys later. The eldest daughter once
delivered her husband in the car, and the other daughter
delivered a healthy child at home. But Khoka, who is so

different from the rest of his siblings, found out the hard way.
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He found out what the world was like when he was born. While
the family sat in the home, waiting for the father, they looked
for some time. Then they all remembered a conversation they
had with Khoka over a month ago: 'You should be my friend,
you should be my brother. I will meet you when I get older.'

Life went on like this for some time. The father was busy, and
Khoka spent most of his time with his father. He even became
as inseparable as his other two friends. But then one day, his
two friends decided to go off into the forest with a stick. Some
days later, they returned. They were thin and haggard. They
had lost their huts in the forest. But Khoka was even more
haggard. He said, 'Khoka didi was scared. The forest was a
bigger place than before, and there were wild beasts.' The
government. The UN. The West. The press. The Navy. The

Army. Khoka 420 finds all of them coming to meet us. The Jana
Parishad found us, the AGP has found us. Once the Ghontokar
Bari was created, there was an immediate feeling that we had
opened a new chapter in the history of Bangladesh. Ten years
after the war of independence, we had won. The Khoka 420

says everything that we want to say as well. When we say we
want to get rid of smugglers and we say we want to end

corruption, what kind of a good life can we hope for? Who is
the most corrupt man in the entire country? - Jyotirmoy
Chaudhuri, a retired journalist, former editor of the Daily
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