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day, at any given location, we can find ourselves drawn toward a movie, a TV show, a book,
a painting, a song, a piece of music, or a drawing. We seem to feel an urge to grab some

mental good-natured time with the image on the screen. What’s happening? Our brains are
wired for immersion. We are wired to watch and, in particular, to watch and listen to other
people’s stories. We want to wonder together. We want to celebrate together. We want to
savor a shared mindscape. There are very few things more reassuring in the face of a grief

or loss than a good story. There is nothing so universal, and so human, as story—a
compelling yarn can satisfy anyone, anywhere, anytime. Call it primal or instinctive, a need
to watch and listen is something we all share, and something that we never outgrow. It’s a

byproduct of being humans. And from that byproduct the storyteller’s tools have been born.
Addition As tools, story-telling has changed little over time. As storytelling has changed

over time, so have our media and the media’s delivery systems: print, radio, radio, film and
television. These days, in the 21st century, people are doing most of their watching and
listening through the Internet. Television and film are becoming platforms for streaming

video instead of being physical media. And as the Internet has become pervasive, the form
of the stories we watch has followed suit. We no longer watch or listen to them. We
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