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Karl Walling It was when big trombonist Karl Walling of the Joe Lovano Trio played bass in the Danilo
Perez Sextet with the venerable trumpeter Kenny Garrett that he felt “Hole 4.” Good enough. He’d hit it all

right. “I didn’t think I’d be gigging with him again,” Walling said a couple days after Garrett’s stunning
performance Thursday at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in which the pair shared a principal

slot in the sold-out “Jazz at Lincoln Center 68th Anniversary celebration.” “But there he was,” Walling
continued. “He was there on the boards. So, I thought, I hit it. I was like, ’OK, I’m going to do this thing.’

And we’ve kept working together. And that’s been, really, the only consistent thing. I’m amazed at his
growth.” Walling was well aware of Garrett’s age when they first met in New York City in 2003. He was

young, for sure, and a relative newcomer to the music. But Garrett was a 3da54e8ca3
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